Diagnosis, treatment, and nursing management of the patient with hemochromatosis.
Hemochromatosis results when the body's iron stores progressively increase. Surplus iron stored in body tissues leads to organ dysfunction and death. Warnings that elevated iron stores increase the risk of cancer development necessitate a review of this condition. Two types of hemochromatosis, hereditary and secondary, are diagnosed in today's hematology-oncology practices. Distinguishing the differences with respect to etiology and management is essential to the risk assessment and long-term nursing management of this patient population.